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Imagine your only shelter for the night was your
car. What would you do? Unfortunately, this is a
reality for several individuals and families in central
Illinois. To shine a light on this hidden aspect of
homelessness, Home Sweet Home Ministries and Trinity
Lutheran Church hosted our second annual Night In A Car in February.
Around 100 community members consisting of individuals, youth groups, families, and
churches volunteered to trade in their nice, warm beds for stocking caps and blankets.
“The cold wasn’t overbearing until about 3 a.m. and then my feet were getting really
cold and I couldn’t feel my nose,” says Kristin Peterson, a first time participant.
“I was better prepared. I brought cushions from home so it allowed me to be more
comfortable,” adds Eric Hoss, participating for the second time. “However,
I’m tired. I can’t imagine if I had to go to work now.”
With the drop in temperatures, many participants experienced a new sense of
appreciation for those having to sleep in their vehicles every night.
“It really gets you thinking, what if it was us? We were barely equipped,”
shares Samantha Spence, another first timer. “It really got us thinking
about the things we take for granted during the day and the access we
have to so many things that make our lives more comfortable.”
“One of the things I’m struck by is that you’re probably in a state of being
tired a lot and then you need to show energy at work so that to me must
be very difficult,” includes Eric.
The experience also provided participants with a fresh perspective on
what homelessness often looks like.
“It could be a person that still has to get up and go to work in the morning,
who still has to take care of their family and send their kids to school,” stresses
Samantha. “We may not know amongst ourselves who might actually be dealing
with that sense of need, isolation, and worriedness.”
“I think most of us live very blessed lives and I feel like it’s very beneficial to get
a slice of humble pie as I like to call it, and it just opens up your eyes,”
says Kristin. “It’s created a whole new lens for me.”
With everyone’s gracious support, over $47,000
was raised for Night In A Car. Volunteers and
their supporters are the reason this event was so
successful. Thank you!

M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T
Home Sweet Home Ministries demonstrates Christ’s love through innovative
approaches that instill hope, restore lives, and build community.

A Message
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.
- 1 Peter 4:10
All of us are called to lives of service, using whatever
gifts we have. Home Sweet Home Ministries honors
the gifts of those who volunteer their service. Our
volunteers have gifts for hospitality, preparing and
serving meals, teaching classes, leading devotions
and worship, processing donations in the warehouse,
collecting food and personal care items, mentoring, and
child care, to name a few.
Recently 100 volunteers discovered that they had a gift
for fundraising. These volunteers participated in our
Night in a Car event on February 2 and 3 and raised
over $47,000 to support our shelter operations. Patrick
Campbell and his band, Jury’s Out, continue their
fundraising through their concerts. Friends frequently
request donations to Home Sweet Home Ministries
to honor the memory of a loved one or to celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, new babies,
retirements, or other special occasions.
Have you inventoried your gifts lately?
What gifts do you have that can benefit others?
Check out the multitude of volunteer opportunities
at Home Sweet Home Ministries, at
https://hshministries.org/participate/volunteer.

Thank You Volunteers!

April is Volunteer Appreciation month and Home Sweet Home
Ministries would like to thank all those who have graciously served
at the ministry. In 2017, 3,630 volunteers contributed over 35,000
hours of service. Together, we served 704 people in need through
our shelter services, food assistance, and medical care. Thank you
for your devotion to help others in need. To learn more about
volunteer opportunities, please visit www.hshministries.org.

Women’s Auxiliary

Participation in Home Sweet Home Ministries’ Women’s Auxiliary
is a fun way to volunteer, learn, socialize, and enjoy a delicious
potluck lunch. Annual dues are only $10.00. Seven of the nine
annual meetings are at Home Sweet Home, where members listen
to speakers who present on a variety of topics. All meetings start at
noon. Upcoming meetings are:
•

May 14, program by Shannon Reddy, Education Specialist

•

June 11, Spring Luncheon, program by Sugar Creek Cloggers.

•

July 9, program by Kim Taber, Bilingual/ESL teacher with

Blessings,

Mary Ann Pullin
Chief Executive
mpullin@hshministries.org
(309) 828-7356

Save the Date!

from Miller Park Zoo. Meeting at the Billy Shelper Center
303 E. Oakland Avenue, Bloomington.

Meeting at St. Luke Union Church, 2101 E. Washington Street,
Bloomington.

District 87. Meeting at the Billy Shelper Center 303 E. Oakland
Avenue, Bloomington.

Visit Home Sweet Home Ministries’ Women’s Auxiliary
Facebook page to contact Women’s Auxiliary directly,
https://www.facebook.com/Home-Sweet-Home-MinistriesAuxiliary.

May 1st:
May Community Challenge

Why Not Me?

For Night In A Car, Home Sweet Home
invited community members to brave
the cold and spend the overnight hours
in their cars. Your initial reaction to
volunteering for this might be no way,
not me. It was the same for 63 year old
Willie Halbert-Horton.
“Nothing about me likes the cold. When
I first saw this I forwarded it to several
organizations, youth groups, and others
that I thought might want to do this to
help others.”

“The first thing I want to say
is that I made it! I thought I
was only going to make it until
midnight and then I would
go home, but I couldn’t do it.
Every time I thought about how
cold I was, I thought about the
individuals out there that don’t
have a car to stay in. They’re
going from place to place doing
this every day of their lives.”

However, as the news kept spreading,
Willie answered the call.

Willie walked away feeling truly
humbled by the experience. She says
she’s even more grateful for the blessings
in her life.

“I got another reminder in my email and
I could feel God saying to me, “Why not
you?” I then asked myself, “Why Not
Me?” I’m not too old. I have my health.
I have my strength and it’s to really help
people.”

“This one night makes me even more
appreciative of being able to go home. I
know I’m going to go home and take a
nice, warm bath and be able to open my
refrigerator door and know there’s food
there.”

So Willie bundled up and stepped
outside her comfort zone, surviving the
whole night in her car.

She already plans on signing up again
next year and hopes to become more
adaptive to the weather.

2017
Annual
Report
Now
Available
2017 was a very special year for
Home Sweet Home Ministries as we
celebrated 100 years of hope in the
community. We are pleased to share
that our 2017 Annual Report is now
available at hshministries.org.
Be sure to check it out today!

“I’m so thankful for the people that
donated and for HSHM for doing this.
Next year, I plan to be here and be more
equipped I learned a lot of lessons on
how to be more prepared for the cold.”
Our participants look forward to
growing Night In A Car even more next
year. Mark your calendars now for
Friday, February 1, 2019!
Challenge your family and
friends to this humbling
experience.

Pledging
to Save
At the end of February,
State Farm Bank
sponsored America
Saves Week at Mission
Mart. State Farm Bank representatives
were in the store throughout the week,
educating customers to learn more
about savings plans and helping them
to make the pledge to save more during
2018. State Farm Bank’s efforts to help
everyone save towards a brighter future
is so much appreciated.

August 3rd-13th:
16th Annual OSF Shoe Drive

Granting Hope

Prayer Requests
Please continue to pray for Home Sweet Home
Ministries and the services we provide.
We ask that you join us in praying for:
- individuals and families in need of shelter.
- volunteers, clients, and staff who devote
their time in our shelter, Mission Mart,
and warehouse.

Community Partners
We are so blessed to be part of such a caring
community.
______________________________________

Rosati’s of Bloomington is generously donating
one supper for our residents each month.
______________________________________
Around 100 participants raised over $47,000
for our Night In A Car fundraiser.
______________________________________
Several youth groups and ISU students
volunteered at our warehouse.
______________________________________
State Farm Bank presented America Saves
Week at Mission Mart.
______________________________________

Fleet Feet Sports in Bloomington hosted the
5th Annual Run for Hope to benefit HSHM.
______________________________________

State Farm recently overjoyed us with the announcement
that we received a $10,000 grant for our Bread for Life Food
Co-op. This grant will help us to provide families in need with
access to healthy food and other resource items. Thank you,
State Farm for all your support!

Home Sweet Home truly appreciates all of your
support. Thank you!

Home Sweet Home Ministries is also pleased to share that our
partner the Community Health Care Clinic has been awarded
a grant from CVS for $5,000 for our Food Farmacy program.
The money will be used to purchase fresh fruits, vegetables,
and low-sodium items. It will allow more people who are
prescribed to HSHM’s Bread for Life Food Co-op to have more
healthy options to select from. Thank you, CVS, for helping
the Food Farmacy grow!
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