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On a chilly, Saturday morning Vickie anxiously awaits in her
car for the first opportunity to receive a Thanksgiving meal
box and turkey. It’s just past 8 a.m. and the doors don’t even
open for another two hours. But Vickie doesn’t mind the extra
wait.
“It’s the difference between having a Thanksgiving and having
a good Thanksgiving,” shares Vickie.
Back in November, Home Sweet Home Ministries partnered
with Midwest Food Bank and Thrivent Financial to provide
2,500 meal boxes and turkeys to families in need for Give
Thanks. It truly takes a community coming together
for such a feat to happen. In September and October, 18
churches including 115 Thrivent Action teams collected
over 50,000 pounds of food to fill Thanksgiving meal boxes.
Community members purchased turkey cards at Hy-Vee
and Schnucks. Different organizations hosted food drives and
raised funds to support the cause. Over 200 volunteers
from various businesses including State Farm,
Four Seasons, Youth Build, and Vale Church built,
packed, and distributed meal boxes.
Each meal box included mashed potatoes and
gravy, stuffing mix, pumpkin pie mix, ingredients for
green bean casserole, cranberry sauce, in addition to at
least a 12 pound turkey. “My favorite is the turkey and
the pecan pie,” giggles Vickie with a smile.

“ T hanks
to you g
uys,
we will h
ave a ha
ppy
T hanksg
iving! ”

Right before 10 a.m., Vickie happily drives through Midwest
Food Bank. She is greeted by a team of Illinois Wesleyan Softball
volunteers eagerly waiting to spread some holiday cheer. Within a couple of
minutes, her car is loaded with a box and a turkey. With a huge smile, Vickie
graciously shouts, “Thank you and God Bless!”

continued on next page

M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T
Home Sweet Home Ministries demonstrates Christ’s love through innovative
approaches that instill hope, restore lives, and build community.

A Message
Mission: Home Sweet Home Ministries demonstrates
Christ’s love through innovative approaches that instill
hope, restore lives, and build community.
At the beginning of each calendar year, I select a portion
of our mission statement to be our missional focus for the
year. In 2020, we will focus on Christ’s love and how we
can demonstrate Christ’s love in the work that we do.
The Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, Chapter
13, provides a definition of love that has withstood the test
of time. Love is patient and kind, not envious, boastful,
arrogant, or rude. Love does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends.
I was recently interviewed by a reporter who asked, “Why
do you do what you do at Home Sweet Home Ministries?”
The answer is found in 1 John 4:19: “We love because God
first loved us.”
Love is demonstrated every day at Home Sweet Home, in
ways large and small. One shelter resident is concerned
about another resident and brings her concern to the
attention of our staff. A regular attendee at our dining
center thanks a volunteer for serving him. One member
of the Bread for Life Food Co-op offers to help another
member take groceries out to her car. A donor sends a
note of appreciation and encouragement with his annual
gift. A family decides to participate in “Night in a Car” to
help their children learn how to love their neighbors. A
regularly scheduled volunteer faithfully shows up week
after week, ready to help out wherever needed.
You are demonstrating Christ’s love through your
prayerful support of our ministry. Thank you, on behalf of
the thousands of people receiving that love through Home
Sweet Home Ministries in 2020. Have a blessed year.

Mary Ann Pullin
Chief Executive
mpullin@hshministries.org
(309) 319-2833
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As Vickie drives away, she happily begins contemplating how
to best prep the turkey and all the trimmings for her family.
“Being retired and on a locked income, you don’t have extra
money to go out and buy extra stuff because it’s a holiday.
You just don’t,” says Vickie. “You barely have enough to
feed yourself let alone your family so that’s why this is so
wonderful.”
Car after car continues to drive through, joyously accepting
turkeys and meal boxes. Chasaddy was second in line and
looks forward to having a nice Thanksgiving dinner with her
children. Michael was excited for the opportunity to be around
people on Thanksgiving. John even rode in on his bicycle.
“Thanks to you guys, we will have a happy Thanksgiving,”
says John.
In total, you helped nearly 9,000 individuals have a happy
Thanksgiving with family and friends. For all those that made
this possible, Vickie would just like to say, “Oh, my. We are
very blessed. They are sent from the Lord for sure. These
people really do care. They’re wonderful. Thank you so much!”
“Without them, some families wouldn’t even be able to have
a Thanksgiving dinner. So it’s much needed and we are very
grateful for it,” adds Chasaddy.
As Home Sweet Home continues into the New Year, we
encourage you to keep spreading joy throughout 2020. Help us
create new smiles by signing up to volunteer, donating food,
and providing funds. Check out a variety of opportunities
at www.hshministries.org today! Thank you for making a
difference in lives of those in need in our community.

Surrounded In Prayer
There are so many ways to support Home Sweet Home
including through the power of prayer. As we lead into a
new year, we graciously ask your help in praying for:
- individuals, families, and Veterans in need of safe
		shelter.
- volunteers, clients, and staff who devote their time in
		 our shelter, Mission Mart, and warehouse.
- individuals, families, businesses, and other
		 organizations participating in Night In A Car.
Thank you for lifting our ministry up in prayer.

Follow us on Instagram
@hshministries

Leaders of the Pack
For the fifth year in a row, Washington Elementary
second graders helped collect donations for Home Sweet
Home during Thanksgiving. They set a goal to bring in 100
pounds of food.

“This is a great way to teach our students to be thankful for
the things they have and to help others in need. It warms
my heart when I see students using their own money to
buy items to donate. Each year we are overwhelmed by the
generosity of our second grade students and their families.
These are the kind of life lessons that are immeasurable
and so very valuable to our students. We feel blessed to be
able to partner with Home Sweet Home Ministries each
Thanksgiving,” exclaims Washington Elementary second
grade teacher Pamela Wilson.
The second graders surpassed their goal and donated over
230 pounds of food, including bigger items like 10 pound
cans of green beans. The students say they enjoy giving back.
“I feel awesome about helping people. I get to fill their
bucket and my bucket, too,” says Maggie.
“I feel wonderful, excited, and happy to give them food. If
people gave me food, I would be happy because I would
know that I would be loved and safe,” shares Elvis.
HSHM is blessed to have the Washington Wolves collect
items for the shelter year after year. Thank you so much for
helping other kids just like you!

Women’s Auxiliary

Matching Gifts

Women’s Auxiliary takes a winter break in January and February.
Their next two meetings are:

Does your employer offer matching gifts? Many
employers do. Your gift to Home Sweet Home can
double in value with an employer match. Some of
the employers who do provide matching gifts are:
AON Foundation, Benevity Causes, Caterpillar,
Exelon Corporation, General Electric, JP Morgan
Chase Foundation, Liberty Mutual Foundation,
State Farm, Travelers, and Thrivent Financial.
Employer matching gift
programs are often
available for spouses
and retirees, too. Please
check with your employer
to see how you can qualify.
Thank you.

• March 9 – Debbie Reese, Director of Client Services,
		 Home Sweet Home Ministries

• April 13 – Jenny Hall, Director of Everything Awesome!,
		 Boys and Girls Club
Meetings are held at Home Sweet Home Ministries, 303 E. Oakland
Avenue, Bloomington, beginning at 11:30 a.m., with a potluck lunch
at noon and the program and business meeting following. Guests are
always welcome.
Women’s Auxiliary purchased containers for the meals that were
delivered on Thanksgiving and Christmas. They are proud sponsors
of Night in a Car 2020.

Like us on Facebook
Home Sweet Home Ministries
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Night In
A Car:
Planning
An Escape
Each year for Night In
A Car, Home Sweet
Home likes to include
activities for participants
to experience and learn
more about homelessness.
For the event’s fourth
year, we’re adding a new
attraction: an escape room!
We are blessed to have a small group of volunteers willing to help us
build it. Calvary United Methodist’s Outreach Coordinator Al Behrens,
Larry Oleson, a professional contractor, and builder Richard Nielson have
teamed up to construct the escape room. The trio just started building in
November.
It has entailed several weeks of planning followed by 6 weeks of
building. The escape room is approximately 16 feet by 24 feet in size.
It includes four rooms dealing with each season, presenting different
challenges for participants to overcome. Even though they’re doing this
in their spare time, the group says they’re having a blast and really love
the opportunity to utilize their building skills.

Current
Needs
A new year brings new
opportunities for you to help
Home Sweet Home provide for
families in need. Please kindly
consider helping us collect the
following items:
• Hats and gloves-all ages
• Bath towels

• Hand towels

• Low/No Sodium items
• Low/No Sugar items
• Coffee

• Napkins

• Full size shampoo

• Full size conditioner
• Body wash-all ages
• Laundry detergent

Donations can be dropped off at
the shelter at 303 East Oakland
Avenue in Bloomington at any
time. Thank you for helping
individuals and families find
comfort.

HSHM is grateful for
volunteers like Al,
Larry, and Richard.
Be sure to experience
the escape for
yourself and join us
for Night In A Car on
February 7th. Visit
www.nightinacar.org
to sign up today.
Come check out all
of their hard work!
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